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The Tragedy of Hamlet 

His greatnes waid,his will is not his owne, 

He may not as vnualcwed perfons doe, 

Crane for h mfclfe/or on his choife depends 
The fafety and health of this whole ftate, 

And therefore mud his choife be circmfcrib'd, 

Vnto the voycc and yecldingof that body, 

W hereof he is the head, then ifhefaieshe loues you, 

It fits your wifdome fo farre to bclecuc it 

As he in hts particuler aft and place 

May giue his faying deede, which is no further. 

Then the mainc voycc of Denmark e goes withall. 

Then way what lofle your honor may fuftainc. 

If with too credent care you lift his fongs 
Or loofc your heart,or your chaft treafure open. 

To his vmmttrcd importunity. 

Feare it Ophelia, feare it my deare fitter, 

And keepe you in the rearc of your affeftion 
Out of the fhotand danger of defire, 

„The chariett maide is prodigall enough 
If fhc vnmaskc her beauty to the Moone 
„Vertuc it felfe fcapes not calumnious ftrokes 
„The canker gaules the infant of the fpring 
Too oft before their buttons be difclofd, 

And in the momc and liquid dew of youth 
Contagious blattmcnts arc molt iminent. 

Be wary then, be ft fafety lies in feare, 

Youth to it felfe rebels though none elfc neare. 

Of he, I ftiall the effeft of this good leflon keepe. 

As watchmen to my heartrbut good my brother 
Doc not as fome vngracious paftors doe, 

Show me the ftcepe and thorny way to heauen 
Whiles a puft,ana reckles libertine, 

Himfclfe the primrofc path of dalicnce treads. 

And reakes not his owne reed. Enter Polotttus ♦ 

Laer . O feare me not, 

I ftay too long, but heere my father comes 
A double blcfting,is a double grace, 

Occafion fmiles vpon a fecorrd leaue. 

Tol. Yet here Laertes ? a bord,a bord for fihame. 



Prince o/Denwarhe . 

The wind fits in the ftioulder of your faile. 

And you are ftaied for, there my blefting with thee. 
And theft few precepts in thy memory 
looke thou charafter, giuc thy thoughts no tongue. 
Nor any vnproportiona thought his aft. 

Be thou familicr, but by no meanes vulgar, 

Thofc fiicnds thou haft and their adoption tried. 
Grapple them ynto thy foule withhoopes offteele. 
But do not dull thy palme with entertainement 
Ofeach new hatcht vnfledgd courage ; beware 
Ofentranceto aquarrell, butbecing in, 

Bcar’t thacth’oppofcr may beware of thee r 
Giue cuery man thy earc, but few thy *voyce. 

Take each mans ccnfurc, but referuethy iudgement, 
Coftiy thy habite as thy purfe can buy. 

But not expreft in fancy ; rich not gaudy. 

For the apparrell oft proclaimcs the man : 

And they in France of the beftranckandftation, 

Ar ofa mod fcleft and generous, chcefc in that : 
Neither a borrower nor a lender boy, 

For louc oft loofes both it felfe, and friend. 

And borrowing dullcththe edge of husbandry : 
Thisabcue all, to thine owne felfe be true 
And it muft follow as the ifght rhe day 
Thou canft not then bee faile to any man ; 


Farewell, my biefting feafon this in thee, 

Laer. Mott humbly do I take my leaut y 

Pol, The time inuefts you, goe,your feruancs tend 


r leauc my Lord. 



r * Parewe h Ophelia, and remember well 
What I hauc laid to you. 

Ophe* Tis in my memory loekt 
And you your felfe fhail keepe the key ofit. 

Laer Farewell Exit. Lames. 

Pol. Vhatift Ophelia heehath faid to you? 

Op he So pleafeyou, fomething touching the Lcrd Hamlet. 

Pol. Marry well bethought 
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